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Biden toughens border, offers legal
path for 30,000 a month
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Haitian migrants who hope to apply for asylum in the U.S. wait to register their names on a list
made by a religious organization in Reynosa, Mexico, Dec. 21, 2022, on the other side of the bor-

der with McAllen, Texas.

By COLLEEN LONG and
ZEKE MILLER

Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi-
dent Joe Biden said Thurs-
day the U.S. would imme-
diately begin turning away
Cubans, Haitians and Ni-
caraguans who cross the
border from Mexico Ille-
gally, his boldest move yet
fo confront the arrivals of
migrants that have spiraled
since he took office two
years ago.

The new rules expand on
an existing effort to stop
Venezuelans  attempting

to enter the U.S., which be-
gan in October and led to
a dramatic drop in Venezu-
elans coming to the south-

Cravmg

ern border. Together, they
represent a major change
to immigration rules that will
stand even if the Supreme
Court ends a Trump-era
public health law that al-
lows U.S. authorifies to turn
away asylum-seekers.

“Stay where you are and
apply legally from there,”
he advised. Biden made
the announcement just
days before a planned visit
fo El Paso, Texas,on Sunday
for his first trip fo the south-
ern border as president.
From there, he will travel on
to Mexico City to meet with
North American leaders on
Monday and Tuesday.

Homeland Security officials
said they would begin de-
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nying asylum to those who
circumvent legal pathways
and do not first ask for asy-
lum in the counitry they
fraveled through en route
to the U.S.

Instead, the U.S. will accept
30,000 people per month
from the four nations for two
years and offer the ability
to work legally, as long as
they come legally, have
eligible sponsors and pass
vetting and background
checks. Border crossings
by migrants from those four
natfions have risen most
sharply, with no easy way
to quickly return them to
their home countries.

Continved on Page 2

Aruba welcomed more
than 610,000 cruise
passengers in 2022

Gino Frans, of Eliezer
Foundation, celebrated 26
years free from addiction
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Biden toughens border, offers legal path for 30,000 a month

Continued from Front

“This new process is order-
ly,” Biden said. “It's safe
and humane, and it works.”
The move, while not unex-
pected, drew swift criticism
from asylum and immigra-
fion advocates, who have
had a rocky relationship
with the president.
“President Biden correct-
ly recognized today that
seeking asylum is a legal
right and spoke sympa-
thefically about people
fleeing persecution,” said
Jonathan Blazer, the Amer-
ican Civil Liberties Union’s
director of border strate-
gies. “But the plan he an-
nounced further fies his ad-
ministration to the poison-
ous anfi-immigrant policies
of the Trump era instead of
restoring fair access to asy-
lum protections.”

Even with the health law re-
strictions in place, the presi-
dent has seen the num-
bers of migrants crossing
the U.S.-Mexico border rise
dramatically during his two
years in office; there were
more than 2.38 million stops
during the fiscal year that
ended Sept. 30, the first
time the number topped
2 million. The administra-
fion has struggled to clamp
down on crossings, reluc-
tant to take hard-line mea-
sures that would resemble
those of the Trump admin-
istration.

That's resulted in relentless
criticism from Republicans
who say the Democratic
president is ineffective on
border security, and the
newly minted Republican
House majority has prom-
ised congressional investi-
gations on the matter.

The new policy could re-
sult in 360,000 people from
these four nations lawfully
entering the US.inayear, a
huge number. But far more
people from those coun-
fries have been attempt-
ing fo cross into the U.S. on
foot, by boat or swimming;
migrants from those four
countries were stopped
82,286 times in November
alone.

Mexico has agreed to ac-
cept up fo 30,000 migrants
each month from the four
countries who attempt to
walk or swim across the
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President Joe Biden speaks about border security in the Roosevelt Room of the White House,
Thursday, Jan. 5, 2023, in Washington. Vice President Kamala Harris stands at left.

U.S.-Mexico border and
are turned back. Normally,
these migrants would be
returned to their country of
origin, but the U.S. can not
easily send back people
from those four countries
for a variety of reasons that
include relations with the
governments there.
Anyone coming to the U.S.
is allowed to claim asylum,
regardless of how they
crossed the border, and
migrants seeking a better
life in the U.S. often pay
smugglers the equivalent
of thousands of dollars to
deliver them across the
dangerous Darien Gap.
But the requirements for
granting asylum are nar-
row, and only about 30% of
applications are granted.
That has created a system
in which migrants try fo
cross between ports of en-

fry and are allowed into the
U.S. to wait out their cases.
But there is a 2 million-case
immigration court back-
log, so cases often are not
heard for years.

The only lasting way to
change the system s
through Congress, but a
bipartisan  congressional
effort on new immigra-
fion laws failed shortly be-
fore Republicans took the
House maijority.

“The actions we're an-
nouncing will make things
better, but will not fix the
border problem complete-
ly,” Biden said, in pressing
lowmakers to act.

Under then-President Don-
ald Trump, the US. re-
quired asylum seekers to
wait across the border in
Mexico. But clogs in the im-
migration system created
long delays, leading to fet-

Associated Press
id, dangerous camps over
the border where migrants
were forced to wait. That
system was ended under
Biden, and the migrants
who are returned to Mexi-
co under the new rules will
not be eligible for asylum.
Biden will also triple the
number of refugees ac-
cepted to the U.S. from the
Western Hemisphere, fo
20,000 from Latin America
and Caribbean, over the
next two years. Refugees
and asylum-seekers have
to meet the same criteria to
be allowed into the coun-
fry, but they arrive through
different means.
Border officials are also cre-
ating an online appoint-
ment portal to help reduce
wait times at U.S. ports of
entry for those coming le-
gally. It will allow people
fo set up an appointment

to come and ask to be al-
lowed into the country.

At the U.S.-Mexico border,
migrants have been de-
nied a chance to seek asy-
lum 2.5 million fimes since
March 2020 under the Title
42 restrictions, infroduced
as an emergency health
measure by Trump to pre-
vent the spread of CO-
VID-19. But there always
has been criticism that the
restrictions were used as a
pretext by the Republican
to seal off the border.
Biden moved fo end the
Title 42 restrictions, and
Republicans sued to keep
them. The U.S. Supreme
Court has kept the rules in
place for now. White House
officials say they still believe
the restrictions should end,
but they maintain they can
continue to turn away mi-
grants under immigration
law.

The four nationalities that
Biden addressed on Thurs-
day now make up the ma-
jority of those crossing the
border illegally. Cubans,
who are leaving the island
nation in their largest num-
bers in six decades, were
stopped 34,675 fimes at
the U.S. border with Mexico
in November, up 21% from
October. Nicaraguans, a
large reason why El Paso
has become the busiest
corridor for illegal crossings,
were stopped 34,209 times
in November, up 65% from
October.

But Venezuelans were seen
far less at the border after
Mexico agreed on Oct. 12
to begin accepting those
expelled from the United
States. They were stopped
7,931 times, down 64% from
October.

Venezuelans have said the
changes have been diffi-
cult, particularly with find-
ing a sponsor who has the
financial resources to dem-
onstrate the ability to sup-

port them.
And even if they find a
sponsor, sometimes they

delay their arrival because
they don't have the eco-
nomic resources to pay
for the flight to the U.S. For
some, the Venezuelan
passport that they need
to come has expired, and
they cannot afford to pay
for the renewal..
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U.S. House has no members, no rules as speaker race drags on

By MARY CLARE JALONICK
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — As
Republicans continue to
squabble over who will be
the next speaker, there are
essentially no members in
the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives only members-
elect. Without a speaker,
none of the them can be
sworn in, and the 118th
Congress can't convene
or vote on any rules. Par-
liamentary procedure has
been jettisoned in favor of
confrolled chaos. Members
of both parties are unsure
whether they can call votes
or make motions on the
floor because there is no
speaker to rule on their re-
quests. Committees can't
be formed and legislation
can't be passed.

“I don't know what my sto-
tus is,” said Democrat Ted
Lieu of California. I don't
know if | have health care,
| don’'t know if my staff get
paid. We're looking at all
of that now because this
hasn't happened for 100
years."”

Former Rep. Billy Long of
Missouri, who just retired,
has been tweeting about
what he calls “Bizaroland.”
At one point he openly
wondered in his Twitter bio
whether he was sfill a con-
gressman (he isn't).

The rule-less, member-less
House may only be a blip

W

House staff consult books in the House chamber as the House meets for a second day to elect a

speaker and convene the 118th Congress in Washington, Wednesday, Jan. 4, 2023.

in history if Republicans
are able to find a way for-
ward this week and elect
a new speaker. While that
remains a strong possibility,
a resolution to the stand-
off seemed distant on
Wednesday, as Republican
Kevin McCarthy of Califor-
nia lost a second day of
roll call votes on the floor.
Supporters and opponents
all appeared dug in. The
uncertainty added to the
surreal, looser-than usual
atmosphere on the House
floor Wednesday as mem-
bers sat in their seats for

vote after vote, hour after
hour, negoftiating, gossip-
ing and wondering what
comes next. Some reloxed
with books or newspapers,
or scrolled their phones.
Some took photos and self-
ies, a practice that is usu-
ally forbidden by the rules.
Others still had children
with them in the chamber,
a holdover from Tuesday’s
proceedings when family
often accompany mem-
bers to watch them be
sworn in. Only they weren't
sworn in on the first day of
the new Congress -- the first

Associated Press

time that had happened in
a century. In 1923, the pro-
cess of selecting a speaker
lasted for three days. In
1855, it dragged on for two
months, with 133 ballots.
“It's a very strange limbo,”
said Democrat Madeleine
Dean of Pennsylvania,
who had hoped her visiting
grandchildren would get
to see her sworn in on Tues-
day. "We are operating by
precedent.”

On the House floor, clerk
Cheryl Johnson is holding
the gavel, not the Republi-
can majority.

“Madam speaker,” Repub-
lican Chip Roy of Texas said
at one point, addressing
the rostrum as members
usually do, before correct-
ing himself. “Madam clerk,”
he amended.

Off the floor, members
are operafing under the
rules for the last Congress
they think. No one really
seems fo know, and there
are concerns about what
would happen if the stale-
mate were to last until mid-
January, when paychecks
are expected. Some staff
are in limbo only provision-
ally employed if they are
new hires or switching jobs.
Republican Tom Cole of
Oklohoma, the incoming
chairman of the House
Rules Committee, said
that members-elect were
operating under the rules
of the previous Congress,
when Democratfs were in
control. But he added: *I
don’t know if that's written
down.” Without a speaker,
“there's a lot we can’t do,”
Cole said. Staff and mem-
bers will be paid, he said,
"but af some point it shuts
off.” As the hours ticked by,
members started to ponder
what-if scenarios. Lieu said
he worried that lawmakers
aren't able to look at clas-
sified documents important
to national security, and
wouldn't be able to re-
spond to a world crisis.

Survey: 3.3 million U.S. adults displaced by natural disasters

By MIKE SCHNEIDER
Associated Press

More than 1.3% of the adult
population in the U.S. was
displaced by natural di-
sasters in the past year,
with hurricanes responsible
for more than half of the
forced relocations, ac-
cording to first-of-its-kind
survey results from the U.S.
Census Bureau.

The Household Pulse Survey
results said that 3.3 million
U.S. adults were displaced
by either hurricanes, floods,
fires, fornados or other di-
sasters. The two-year-old
online survey asked for the
first fime about displace-
ment from natural disasters
in results released Thursday.

Some states were impact-
ed more than others. In Flor-
ida, nearly 1 million people,

or about 1 in 17 adult resi-
dents, were displaced in
a state that was ravaged

People walk by debris that overflowed from San Lorenzo River
in Santa Cruz, Calif., Thursday, Jan. 5, 2023.

Associated Press

by Hurricanes lan and Ni-
cole in the fall. More than
409,000 people or almost
1 in 8 residents were dis-
placed in Louisiana, which
had a comparatively calm
hurricane season in 2022
even though residents still
were dealing with the dev-
astating impacts from Hurri-
cane Ida the previous year.
Among the states with low-
est rates of the adult pop-
ulafion being displaced
by disasters were Indiana,
Maine, North Dakota, Ohio
and Oklahoma.

Of the 3.3 million displaced
adults, more than a third
were out of their homes for
less than a week. About 1in
6 residents never returned

fo their homes, according
to the survey.

The demographic makeup
of the displaced didn't de-
viate much from the over-
all race and ethnic back-
ground of the U.S. popula-
tion, but they tended to be
poorer. About 22% of the
displaced adults reported
having a household in-
come of less than $25,000
a year, compared to 17.4%
for the overall U.S. popula-
fion.

The Census Bureau sent
invitations to more than 1
million households to par-
ficipate in the experimen-
tal survey and collected a
total of 70,685 responses in
mid-December.[]
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South Carolina Supreme Court strikes down state abortion ban

By JAMES POLLARD
Associated Press/Report for
America

COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) — The
South Carolina  Supreme
Court struck down Thursday
a ban on abortion after
cardiac activity is detected
typically around six weeks
ruling the restriction violates
the state constitution’s right
fo privacy.

The decision comes nearly
two years after Republi-
can Gov. Henry McMaster
signed the measure info
law. The ban, which includ-
ed exceptions for pregnan-
cies caused by rape or in-
cest or pregnancies that
endangered the patient’s
life, drew lawsuits almost
immediately. Since then, le-
gal challenges have made
their way through both
state and federal courts.
“The State unquestionably
has the authority to limit
the right of privacy that
protects women from state
interference with her deci-
sion, but any such limitation
must be reasonable and it
must be meaningful in that
the fime frames imposed
must afford a woman suf-
ficient time to determine
she is pregnant and to take
reasonable steps to termi-
nate that pregnancy. Six
weeks is, quite simply, not a
reasonable period of fime
for these two things to oc-
cur, and therefore the Act
violates our state Constitu-
tion’'s prohibition against

Republican South Carolina Gov.
in Columbia, S.C.

unreasonable invasions
of privacy,” Justice Kaye
Hearn wrote in the major-
ity opinion. Currently, South
Carolina bars most abor-
fions at 20 weeks.

Varying orders have given
the law's supporters and
opponents both cause for
celebration and dismay.
Those seeking abortions in
the state have seen the le-
gal window expand to the
previous limit of 20 weeks
before returning to latest
restrictions and back again.
Federal courts had pre-
viously  suspended the
law. But the U.S. Supreme
Court’s overturning of Roe

Henry McMaster addresses business leaders on Aug. 18, 2022,

v. Wade allowed the re-
strictions to take place for
just a brief period. The state
Supreme Court temporarily
blocked it this past August
as the justices considered a
new challenge.

The high court’s momen-
tous decision in Doblbs v.
Jackson Women's Health
Organization set off a flur-
ry of activity at the state
level. Republican-domi-
nated states moved for-
ward with new restrictions
while abortion rights’ ad-
vocates sought additional
safeguards. With federal
abortion protections gone,
Planned Parenthood South

Associated Press

Atlantic sued in July under
the South Carolina con-
stitution’s right to privacy.
Meanwhile, other statfes
have seen challenges to
restrictions as a matter of
religious freedom.

In South Carolina, lawyers
representing the state Leg-
islature have argued that
the right to privacy should
be interpreted narrowly.
During oral arguments this
past October, they argued
historical context suggests
lawmakers intended to pro-
tect against searches and
seizures when they ratified
the right in 1971. Planned
Parenthood attorneys rep-

resenting the challengers
have said the right to priva-
cy encompasses abortion.
They argued previous state
Supreme Court decisions
already extended the right
to bodily autonomy.

The justices’ limited ruling
left the door open for future
changes. The state House
and Senate failed to agree
on additional restrictions
during this past summer’s
special session on abor-
fion. Still, a small but grow-
ing group of conservative
lowmakers have vowed to
push that envelope once
more this legislative ses-
sion despite some Repub-
lican leaders’ insistence no
agreement is possible.

In a statement to The As-
sociated Press, South Car-
olina Democratic Party
Chairman  Trav  Robert-
son applauded the ruling
Thursday, which he said
amounted to "a voice of
reason and sanity to tem-
per the Republicans’ legis-
lative actions to strip rights
away from women and
doctors.”

Republican South Carolina
House Speaker G. Murrell
Smith, Jr., wrote in a series
of tweets that the state jus-
fices “followed the path of
the U.S. Supreme Court in
Roe v. Wade by creating
a constitutional right to an
abortion where none ex-
ists.” Smith added the de-
cision failed to respect the
separation of powers.]

Report: Lawsuit settled in Maryland
newsroom shooting

ANNAPOLIS, Md. (AP) —
The families of victims in
the Capital Gazette shoot-
ing and some newspaper
employees who survived
the deadly 2018 attack dis-
missed civil charges against
The Baltimore Sun and Tri-
bune Publishing this week
after settling the case, the
newspaper said.

Gerald Fischman, Rob Hi-
aasen, John McNamara,
Rebecca Smith and Wendi
Winters died in the June 28,
2018, attack.
The Capital

Gazette re-

ported on Wednesday that
the plaintiffs filed a joint no-
fice in court with The Sun
and Tribune, to dismiss the
claims in Anne Arundel Cir-
cuit Court against the news
organization and its par-
ent company on Tuesday
afternoon. The negligence
lawsuit, filed in 2021 shortly
after the gunman, Jarrod
Ramos, was found criminal-
ly responsible for the shoot-
ing, stated that the attack
in Annapolis was “a pre-
ventable tragedy.”

The lawsuit said if the de-

fendants had “taken rea-
sonable steps to profect
The Capital and its employ-
ees,” the gunman "“would
have been detected and
stopped prior to entering
The Capital’'s newsroom,
and he may never have at-
tempted the assault at all.”
The lawsuit was consoli-
dated with a similar claim
in early 2022. After Tues-
day'’s filing, any dispute be-
tween the plaintiffs and the
newspaper and ifs parent
company is settled, Steven
Silverman, an attorney for

Photos of five employees of the Capital Gazette newspaper
adorn candles during a vigil, June 29, 2018, across the street
from where they were slain in the newsroom in Annapolis, Md.
Associated Press

the families of Smith and
Fischman said Wednesday.
Everything else regarding

the seftlement, including
the terms, are confidential,
he said.]
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Putin orders 36-hour holiday weekend cease-fire in Ukraine

By ANDREW MELDRUM
Associated Press

KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — Rus-
sian President Viadimir Pu-
tin on Thursday ordered his
armed forces to observe a
unilateral 3é6-hour cease-
fire in Ukraine this weekend
for the Orthodox Christ-
mas holiday, the first such
sweeping fruce move in
the nearly 11-month-old
war.

Putin did not appear to
make his cease-fire order
condifional on a Ukrainian
agreement to follow suit,
and it wasn't clear whether
hostilities would  actually
halt on the 1,100-kilometer
(684-mile) front line or else-
where. Ukrainian officials
have previously dismissed
Russian peace moves as
playing for time to regroup
their forces and prepare for
additional attacks.

At various points during the
war that started on Feb.
24, Russian authorities have
ordered limited and local
fruces to allow evacuations
of civilians or other humani-
tfarian purposes. Thursday's
order was the first time Pu-
fin has directed his froops
to observe a cease-fire
throughout Ukraine.
“Based on the fact that a
large number of citizens
professing Orthodoxy live in
the combat areas, we call
on the Ukrainian side fo de-
clare a cease-fire and give
them the opportunity to at-
tend services on Christmas
Eve, as well as on the Day
of the Nativity of Christ,”
according to Putin’s or-
der, addressed to Defense
Minister Sergei Shoigu and
published on the Kremlin's
website.

While not necessarily the fi-
nal official word back from
Kyiv, Ukrainian presidential
adviser Mykhailo Podolyak
tweeted that Russian forces
"must leave the occupied
territories only then will it
have a ‘temporary truce.’
Keep hypocrisy to yourself.”
U.S. President Joe Biden de-
clined to comment directly
but said at the White House
on Thursday it was “interest-
ing” that Putin was ready
to bomb hospitals, nurseries
and churches on Christmas
and New Year's. “l think

-

Local citizens walk near a Christmas tree decorated for Orthodox Christmas and the New Year
festivities in Mariupol, in Russian-controlled Donetsk region, eastern Ukraine, Thursday, Jan. 5,

2023.

he's trying to find some oxy-
gen,” he said.

Putin acted at the sugges-
fion of the head of the Rus-
sian Orthodox Church, Pa-
friarch Kirill, who proposed
a fruce from noon Friday
through midnight Saturday
Moscow fime (0900 GMT
Friday to 2100 GMT Satur-
day; 4 a.m. EST Friday to 3
p.m. EST Saturday). The Or-
thodox Church, which uses
the ancient Julion calen-
dar, celebrates Christmas
on Jan. 7 later than the
Gregorian calendar  al-
though some Christians in
Ukraine also mark the holi-
day on that date. Podolyak
had earlier dismissed Kirill's
call as “a cynical trap and
an element of propagan-
da.” President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy had proposed a
Russian tfroop withdrawal
earlier, before Dec. 25, but
Russia rejected it.

Kirill has previously justified
the war as part of Russia’s
“metaphysical struggle” to
prevent a liberal ideologi-
cal encroachment from
the West.

Independent political an-
alyst Tatyana Stanovaya
said Putin’s cease-fire order
is intfended to make him
look reasonable and inter-
ested in peace.

The move "fits well info Pu-
fin's logic, in which Russia is
acting on the right side of

history and fighting for jus-
fice,” she said.

“"We must not forget that
in this war, Putin feels like
a ‘good guy,’ doing good
not only for himself and the
‘brotherly nations,’ but also
for the world he's freeing
from the ‘hegemony’ of
the United States,” Stano-
vaya, founder of the inde-
pendent R.Politik think tank,
wrote on Telegram.

She also linked Putin’s move
to Ukrainian forces' recent
strike on Makiivka that killed
at least 89 Russian service-
men. “He really doesn’t
want fo get something like
that for Christmas,” the an-
alyst said.

On the rainy streets of Kyiv,
some questioned the Rus-
sians’ sincerity in discussing
a truce. "Shall we believe
Russians2” wondered Svit-
lana Zhereva after Kirill's
proposal. “On the one
hand they have given their
blessing to the war and fo
kill, and on the other hand
they want to present them-
selves as saints who are
against blood-spilling. But
they should be judged by
their actions.”

Putin issued the truce order
after Turkish President Re-
cep Tayyip Erdogan urged
him in a phone call Thurs-
day to implement a *unilat-
eral cease-fire,” according
fo the Turkish president’s

Associated Press

office. The Kremlin said the
Russian president ‘“reaf-
firmed Russia’s openness
to a serious dialogue” with
Ukrainian authorities.
Erdogan also told Zelenskyy
later by phone that Turkey
was ready to mediate a
“lasting peace.” Erdogan
has made such offers fre-
quently, helped broker a
deal allowing Ukraine to ex-
port millions of tons of grain,
and has facilitated a Ukrai-
nian-Russian prisoner swap.
Russia’s professed readi-
ness for peace talks came
with the usual precondi-
tions: that “Kyiv authorifies
fulfill the well known and re-
peatedly stated demands
and recognize new fterrito-
rial realities,” the Kremlin
said, referring to Moscow'’s
insistence that Ukraine rec-
ognize Crimea as part of
Russia and acknowledge
other illegal territorial gains.
Previous attempts at peace
talks have failed over Rus-
sia’s ferritorial demands,
because Ukraine insists that
Russia withdraw from occu-
pied areas.

Elsewhere, the head of
NATO detected no change
in  Moscow's stance on
Ukraine, insisting that the
Kremlin “wants a Europe
where they can control a
neighboring country.”

“We have no indications
that President Putin has

changed his plans, his goals
for Ukraine,” NATO Secre-
tary General Jens Stolten-
berg said in Oslo, Norway.
Individual NATO countries
are stepping up their mili-
tary support of Ukraine with
increasingly advanced
weapons.

In the latest pledge, the
French Defense Ministry
said it plans talks soon with
its Ukrainian counterpart on
delivering armored com-
bat vehicles. France's presi-
dency says it would be the
first fime this type of West-
ermn-made  wheeled tank
destroyer would be sent to
Ukraine's military.

In the United States, Biden
said Bradley Fighting Ve-
hicles, a medium armored
combat vehicle that can
serve as a froop carrier,
could be sent to Ukraine.
While more weapons arrive,
the battlefield situation ap-
pears to have setftled into
a stalemate, increasingly
a war of aftrition. As winter
sefs in, froop and equip-
ment mobility is more lim-
ited. In the latest fighting,
Kyrylo Tymoshenko, deputy
head of the Ukrainian presi-
dential office, said Thursday
at least five civilians were
kiled and eight wounded
across the country by Rus-
sian shelling in the previous
24 hours.

An intense battle has left
60% of the eastern city of
Bakhmut in ruins, Doneftsk
Gov. Pavlo Kyrylenko said
Thursday. Ukrainion de-
fenders appear to be hold-
ing the Russians back. Tak-
ing the city in the Donbas
region, an expansive indus-
frial area bordering Russiq,
would not only give Putin
a major battlefield gain
after months of setbacks,
but would rupture Ukraine's
supply lines and open the
way for Moscow's forces to
press on toward key Ukrai-
nian strongholds in Doneftsk.
In what appeared to be a
move o enfice more men
to join the fight, the first
convicts recruited for bat-
tle by the Wagner Group, a
Russian private military con-
fractor, received a prom-
ised government pardon
after serving six months on
the front line.d
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Violence paralyzes Mexican stronghold of Sinaloa drug cartel

MEXICO CITY (AP) — Orga-
nized crime paralyzed the
western Mexico city of Cu-
liacan, a stronghold of the
Sinaloa drug cartel, as al-
leged cartel members car-
jacked residents and set
vehicles ablaze on Thurs-
day in apparent response
tfo the arrest of a cartel
leader. Local and stafte au-
thorities warned everyone
to stay inside and said their
federal counterparts would
announce the results of the
pre-dawn military opera-
tion.

Such outbursts of violence
often come in response to
arrests of important car-
tel figures as their allies at-
tempft to create chaos.
Drug trafficking, along with
immigration, is expected
to be a top talking point
as U.S. President Joe Biden
fravels to Mexico on Mon-
day and Tuesday to meet
with  Mexcian  President
Andres Manuel Lopez Ob-
rador and Canadian Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau.
Sinaloa  state  security
chief Cristébal Castafeda
warned citizens via Twitter,

This Oct. 17, 2019 frame grab from video provided by the Mexican government shows Ovidio
Guzman Lopez at the moment of his detention, in Culiacan, Mexico.

adding that the state was
responding and would in-
form when they could.

The city of Culiacan post-
ed on social media “Don’t
leave home! The safety of
Culiacan’s citizens is the
most important.” It said

work was suspended for
all municipal employees.
State education authorities
announced that all admin-
istrative and teacher activi-
ties were also suspended
Thursday in Culiacan.

During his morning press

Associated Press

conference, President An-
drés Manuel Lopez Obrao-
dor confirmed there was an
ongoing operation in Culio-
can, but they would share
information on it later.

The operation comes just
days before Lopez Obra-

dor will host U.S. President
Joe Biden for bilateral talks
followed by a North Ameri-
can Leaders’ Summit with
Biden and Canadian Prim-
er Minister Justin Trudeau.
Culiacan has seen such
displays before. One of the
most notforious occurred in
October 2019, when fed-
eral security forces corned
Ovidio Guzmdn, one of
the sons of Sinaloa cartel
leader Joaquin “El Chapo”
Guzmdn. When gunmen
began shooting up the city
with high-powered weap-
ons, the government re-
freated and let the young-
er Guzmdn escape. Lépez
Obrador said at the time
he had made the decision
fo avoid the loss of life.

The 2019 debacle was a
black eye for Lopez Obrao-
dor’s administration in the
realm of security and raised
even more questions about
Mexico’s commitment to
battling the country’s pow-
erful drug cartels.

Lopez Obrador entered of-
fice highly critical of the toll
of his predecessors’ drug
war.

Afghan Taliban kill 8 in

By RAHIM FAIEZ

Associated Press
ISLAMABAD (AP) — Af-
ghanistan’s ruling Taliban
kiled eight Islamic State
militants and arrested nine
others in a series of raids
targeting key figures in a
spate of attacks in Kabul, a
senior Taliban government
spokesman said Thursday.
Zabihullah Mujahid, spokes-
man for the Taliban gov-
ernment, said the raids in
the capital city and west-
ern Nimroz province on
Wednesday targeted IS
militants who organized
recent attacks on Kabul's
Longan Hoftel, Pakistan’s
embassy and the military
airport.

Eight IS fighters, including
foreign nationals, were
kiled and seven others ar-
rested in Kabul, while a sep-
arate operation in western
Nimroz province resulted in
two more IS arrests, Muja-

hid said. “These members
had a main role in the aft-
tack on the Chinese hotel
and paved the way for for-
eign IS members to come
to Afghanistan,” Mujahid
said in a tweet.

The Islamic State group
claimed responsibility  for
a deadly bombing near
a checkpoint at the Af-

raids of IS hideouts in Afghanistan

ghan capital’s military air-
port Sunday. IS said that
attack was carried out by
the same militant who took
part in the Longan Hotel as-
sault in mid-December.

The regional affiliate of
the Islamic State group —
known as the Islamic State
in Khorasan Province and
a key rival of the Talibban —

Taliban fighters check an Islamic State group house that was
destroyed in the ongoing conflict between the two in Kabul,
Afghanistan, Thursday, Jan. 5, 2023.

has increased its attacks in
Afghanistan since the Tal-
iban takeover in 2021. Tar-
gets have included Taliban
patrols and members of Af-
ghanistan’s Shiite minority.
IS published a photo of the
attacker, identifying him as
Abdul Jabbar, saying he
withdrew safely from the
aftack on the hotel after
he ran out of ammunition.
It added he detonated his
explosives-laden vest tfar-
geting the soldiers gath-
ered at the checkpoint.
Mujahid said light weap-
ons, hand grenades, mines,
vests and explosives were
confiscated by the Tal-
iban’s security forces dur-
ing the raids on an IS hide-
out in the Shahdai Salehin
neighborhood. Local resi-
dents reported sounds of
several explosions and an
hourslong gun battle.
Mohammad Hakim Pain-
da, a local resident, told

the Associated Press that a
house that was raided had
been occupied by a family
that moved recently to the
area. He said two women
and two children were res-
cued from the house.
Badrudin, another resident
from the same neighbor-
hood, said Taliban security
forces surrounded the area
and asked people to stay
inside their homes before
they launched the opero-
fion.

"l wanted to come out of
house, but Tallbban asked
me fo stay inside, then (the)
aftack started and last(ed)
about two hours,"” said Bad-
rudin, who like many Af-
ghans uses only one name.
The Taliban swept across
the country in August 2021,
seizing power as U.S. and
NATO forces were in the
last weeks of their final with-
drawal from Afghanistan
after 20 years of war.[
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Aruba welcomed more than 610,000 cruise passengers in 2022

ORANJESTAD - It's no secret
that 2022 was a very good
year for Aruba’s tourism. It
was a year that began a
bit slow due to Covid, but
as soon as the government
announced their Exit Strat-
egy, which turned out to be
a hit, everything started im-
proving.

According to the ministry
of tourism, in 2022 Aruba
surpassed all  projections
for the recovery of the tour-
ism industry. Cruise fourism
is not an exception, as this

sector also surpassed pro-
jections made for last year,
and by the end of 2022,
Aruba had received a tfo-
tal of 610.474 cruise tourists!
This was a recovery of 73.4
percent compared to the
last pre-Covid year, 2019.
This is a great recovery af-
ter two years of pandemic.

In 2022, Aruba received dif-
ferent calls for the first time
from Mega Cruise Ships.
This became possible af-
ter a big investment which
was made for a dredge

machine in our port in order
to receive the cruise ships.
These mega cruise ships ar-
rive in our island with more
than five thousand fourists
on board, and bring a lof
of economic activity for
ourisland. There were some
days in which four cruise
ships docked in our port
and more than ten thou-
sand people visited Oran-
jestad.

Minister of Tourism, Mr. Dan-
gui Oduber said in a press
release that 2023 will be

tfourism industry in Aruba.
For cruise tourism, it is ex-

an even better year for the pected that Aruba will wel-

come about 810,000 tour-
ists in 2023.11

Minister of Tourism received promotional T-shirt for “I am Tourism” campaign

AMI TA TURISMO

ORANJESTAD - To mark the next chapter
in the awareness campaign “Ami Ta Tur-
ismo” — which means “l am Tourism” in Pa-
piamento - Mrs. Tisa LaSorte, president and
CEO of Aruba Hotel and Tourism Associa-
tion (AHATA) presented minister of Tourism
and Public Health, Mr. Dangui Oduber with
a promotional T-shirt with the logo of the
campaign.

During the meeting, they spoke about the
challenges in Aruba’'s tourism, including
the lack of knowledge in the community
regarding the variety of attractive career
options which are possible in the sector.
According fo the minister, “AHATA's initia-
five “Ami Ta Turismo” is necessary to con-
tinue motivating, inspiring and bringing
awareness to our community regarding

the opportunities that tourism offers for our
people.”

The second series of “Ami Ta Turismo” is
launching foday on AHATA's social plaf-
forms. Different ambassadors will be in-
froruced each day, who will proudly speak
of their work in fourism with the goal of illus-
frating the passion of differente dedicat-
ed people in the industry. During this fime,
AHATA will distribute a limited amount of
promotional T-shirts to different employees
in the tourism sector.

To meet each ambassador and their job in
tourism, follow AHATA's Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/arubahote-
landtourismassociation 4

Partnership between the government
and private sector necessary to

revitalize city center

ORANJESTAD - For a while,
members of Aruba’s Par-
liament, citizens, business-
men and different unions
have expressed concern
regarding the state of our
city center. They accentu-
ate on the responsibility of
the government of Aruba to
bring life back to the center
of Oranjestad, a challenge
that current minister of Eco-
nomic Affairs, Mr. Geoffrey
Wever inherited and as-
sumed with both hands.

After much planning, last
month minister Wever pre-
sented the first phase of the
Revitalization of Oranjes-
tad: enhancement of the
area of Whilhelminastraat,
which will begin this month.

He said also that fogether
with the private sector, in
the following months they
will announce some proj-
ects, for apartments, stu-
dent residences and to
move government depart-
ments to the city center.
All of this could not be
achieved without close
cooperation between the
private sector, financial in-
stitutions and the govern-
ment.

Company for the execution
of Phase One announced

After a process of pub-
lic tender carried out by
the Department of Public
Works (DOW), a company
was chosen to execute the
infrastructure work regard-

ing the first phase of the
revitalization of Oranjestad:
Arubaanse  Wegenbouw

Mij N.V. This company pre-
sented the best offer based
on the requisites presented
by DOW.

Discussions on the work
with the company will be-
gin this month to determine
the starting date for con-
struction. The duration of
construction will be about
50 days. The first phase of
enhancement for the area
will be specifically the road
of Columbusstraat, with its
parking area, the crossing
on Ooststraat and Wilhelmi-
nastraat and the road of
Whilhelminastraat partfially.
Areas for pedestrians will be

expanded, with more illu-
mination, more plants and
the area will have space
to be used as terraces and
public seating.

According to a press re-
lease, there is close com-
munication and coopero-
tion with all stakeholders to
make sure that this project
goes according to sched-
ule and to create the least
possible nuisance for those
who use this area during
the execution of the first
phase of this project. Qual-
ity control and the com-
plete process will be in the
hands of DOW with support

of the ministry of Economic
Affairs, Communication
and Sustainability, which is
in charge of the revitaliza-
tion of Oranjestad.

With this first phase, Wever
wants to motivate and
send a concrete signal to
the private sector that the
government of Aruba is
commifted to the revital-
ization of our city cenfer.
"Our special attention for
this area will not only ben-
efit the area, but it is also
a way to create more
economic activity and in-
vestment for our country”,
Wever said.
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The Ostrich Farm

Matividiri - One of the most entertaining
vacation activities is a visit o the Ostrich
Farm, a popular stopover on most island
jeep tours.

Locals and visitors enjoy the guided
ostrich tour at the farmand features a
well-stocked locally crafted and pro-
duced Art Boutique. The highlight of the
visit is always the fun interaction with
the resident ostriches and emus, includ-
ing a frip to the incubators and the bird
kindergarten,housing baby ostriches,
baby emus, chicken and ducks, and
even a land tfurtle!

It was a Nafional Geographic moment
when on cue Mr. Ostrich flapped his
wings excitedly and poked around the
ground with his bill, friggering Mrs. Os-

trich who ran around in circles, flapped
her wings and also poked around, be-
fore collapsingon the ground in a heap
of feathers, allowing him to mount her,
shaking, winding and spiraling his head
in all direction!

Mr. Ostrich concluded his unexpected
performance with a loud honking, his
eyes rolling, then got up in a huff to non-
chalantly strut away, leaving his wife
and the scrutiny of our cameras.

It was a surprise reality TV.moment, and
not usually included in the regular pro-
gram. Feeding the Ostriches is however

always on the program, and they are Matividiri 57,

eternally hungry, and fun! Open daily from 10:00 AM fill 4:00 PM
Tours are available daily every half hour Telephone: 5859630

from 10- 3pm. No reservations needed For more information go to the

for small groups.(d website: www.arubaostrichfarm.com
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Complete the sentence: Aruba to me is ....... Send your picture with that text
(including your name and where you are from) fo: news@arubatoday.com and
we will publish your vacation memory. Isn't that a special way to keep your best
moments alive¢ Please do note: By submitting photos, text or any other materials,
you give permission to The Aruba Today Newspaper, Caribbean Speed Printers and
any of its affiliated companies to use said materials, as well as names, likeness, etc.
for promotional purposes without compensation.

Last but not least: check out our website, Instagram and Facebook page! Thank you
for supporting our free newspaper, we strive to make you a happy reader every day
again..d
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Aruba to me

ORANJESTAD — You are back and
we would like to portrait you! By in-
viting you to send us your favorite
vacation picture while enjoying our
Happy Island.

Complete the sentence: Aruba to
meis....... Send your picture with that
text (including your name and where
you are from) to: news@arubatoday.
com and we will publish your vaca-
tion memory. Isn’t that a special way
to keep your best moments alive?
Please do note: By submitting pho-
tos, text or any other materials, you
give permission to The Aruba Today
Newspaper, Caribbean Speed Print-
ers and any of its affiiated compa-
nies to use said materials, as well as
names, likeness, efc. for promotional
purposes without compensation.

Last but not least: check out our web-
site, Instfagram and Facebook page!

For today we received a lovely message from Janet Godfrey and her family from

Latham, NY.

They wrote to us a lovely message saying; “Family Christmas. We all love Aruba.”

Thank you for sharing your lovely message and family with us and our readers!

Thank you for supporting our free
newspaper, we strive to make you a
happy reader every day again.

For today we received a lovely mes-
sage from Karen and Donald Feld-
man from Lynnfield, Massachusetts.

They wrote to us a lovely message
saying; “Aruba to me means happi-
ness and our family cannot think of
a better place to celebrate happy
occasions. This January we are cel-

ebrating 2 milestone birthdays...

Tenley turns 13 and becomes a teen-

ager and Donny turns 80( like Dick -

Clark, the oldest living teenager. )
We love celebrafing in Aruba on Ea-
gle Beach.”

We thank you very much for sharing
the meaning of Aruba to you with us
and our readers! ]

m e 8
For today we received a’ o__vg_ly'l-Tmessbge from Joseph
Pitti and Liz Cavallario from Upstate NY.

They wrote to us a lovely message saying; “Aruba fo
me is ... heaven on earth, We come to Aruba for the
friendliest, happiest people and the perfect weather.
We stay at CPVR while on the island and live in upstate
NY.”

Thank you for sharing the meaning of Aruba to you
with us and our readers!
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Another Treasure of Aruba’s Beaches: Sea Glass!
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NOORD - It is hard to imag-
ine this happening today,
but years ago people
dumped all kinds of refuse
straight into the ocean, in-
cluding old cars, and their
household garbage, which
of course included lots of
glass. Over the next 30
years the pounding waves
cleaned the beach, by
breaking down everything
but glass and pottery. The
pounding waves washed
the trash up and down,
back and forth. Tons of pol-
ished, broken glass pieces
were created by the pound-
ing surf. These smoothened,
colored glass particles then
settled along the sea shore
in millions, and that is why
you can find these beauti-
ful and colorful pieces on
the north shore beaches of
Aruba.

Especially on the strip on
white sand between the fa-
mous Natural Bridge” and
the huge red anchor close
to "Grapefield” beach you
will be able to find your own

pieces of sea glass. The sea
glass that was created is
the product of a very long
and interesting process. It
can take anywhere from
10 to 30 years to make sea
glass. The name for any
piece of glass that finds its
way to the ocean and tum-
bles around in the water
long enough is “Sea glass.

The colorful pieces of glass
are being used for decora-
fion, handcrafts and jew-
elry!

Once glass makes its way
info the ocean, the glass is
broken up into shards and is
tumbled around in the wa-
ter, where sand and other
rocks act like sandpaper to
smooth out its rough edges.
Sometimes as the sea glass
is passed through fire, it be-
comes fire glass, the rarest
of sea glass with certain
inclusions, just like precious
gems.

For years, the water beat
against the different kinds
of frash being dumped.

Glass, household appli-
ances and even motor
parts were discarded on
the beach. The waves and
weather conditions wore
down the overwhelming
amount of garbage in the
water, creating millions of
beautiful smooth rocks.

It's hard to believe the
short-sighted mistakes we
were making that could

have potentially ruined
these beautiful beaches.
But thanks to natural pro-
cesses, the ocean trans-
formed the trash into the
sea glass.

Each colored gem on the
beach has its own story.

The ruby red glass stones
are typically from old car
tail-lights.

Then, the sapphire rocks
are the remnants of bro-
ken apothecary boftles.
The most common and
the easiest to find are the
brown (Amstel & Polar
beer), green (Heineken
& Balashi beer) and clear
glass which are the soft
much loved “soft drink”
bottles.

If you like to see the sea
glass for yourself, and be

in awe of the power of na-
ture, rent a car orjeep and
go explore our deserted
beaches on the north side
of the island. Make it a fun
family day!

Even if we didn’'t mean to
pollute the Beaches how
we did, it is inspiring to see
just how the earth can cor-
rect our mistakes.

Funny, how frash can
change into treasures!

Everybody knows that you
are not allowed to take
local shells home, but the
people working at the air-
port have no problem you
taking sea glass home. A
few of those pieces make
greatf souvenirs. You can
place them in a wine glass
or large bottle for decora-
fion and every time you
look at it a smile will light up
your face thinking back of
your unforgettable Aruba
vacation!
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Gino Frans, of Eliezer Foundation, celebrated 26 years free from addiction

ORANIJESTAD -  Eliezer
Foundation is focused on
helping homeless addicts.
Yesterday, January 5, in a
press conference with vari-
ous media, the founder of
Eliezer Foundation, Gino
Frans celebrated 26 years
of sobriety. He told a bit
about his story and how
he came to celebrate this
milestone.

“Every year on the 5th of
January | celebrate the
great day in which | found
deliverance. God freed me
from drugs, alcohol, the
streets, many other things
that do not please God. But
today | stand firm and | can
say today | mark 26 years
free from drugs”, Frans said.

He said that previously he
would rehabilitate, fallback
into addiction, rehabilitate,
fall back. He emphasized
that when we tried to reha-
bilitate with God, that was
the last time. “"God showed
me it is possible and | want
to tell everyone to try with
God.”

Frans said that recently he
sees a lot of young kids on
the streets and they don't
know what they're doing.
He said that they are prac-
fically using drugs fo be-
long in a group, and they
used drugs without know-
ing what will happen to
them. “You think you are
strong, but it destroys you.
| was one of those who
thought everything is okay,

| am strong, | am a big guy,
| thought | was all that;
but little by little it sank me
completely until | was drag-
ging myself on the streets”,
he said.

After rehabilitating and
overcoming his addiction,
Frans founded a foundao-
fion to dedicate to help-
ing ofher addicts on the
streets. He explained that
helping people he also
helps himself, because he
sees himself in every person
that he helps.

“Drugs are like cancer, the
symptoms are the same.
The addict begins slowly
untfil he sinks, because
you don't go up, you go
down. Each person | help

I am helping myself also
because it fills me with joy,
because | don't want them
to be on that path. My
work helps them to stand
firm, like | can, and if God
helped me He can help
others too. This is our goal,”
Frans pointed out.

Together with Frans was Mr.
Anthony Arends, a person
with whom Eliezer Founda-
tion battled for a long time
to rid him of addiction, and
in the end he managed to
overcome. Frans empha-
sized that he tells his story
not to boast, but to show
that the work they do bears
fruits and through them -
who are addicts — they can
have a bigger influence on
other addicts on the streefts.
"When you are an addict,
you rehabilitate and you

are an ex-addict, you have
a lot of influence on those
on the streets. We need
each other, and all those
who studied for this — with
all respect, we need them,
but they also need us. We
are people who were res-
cued from the streets,” he
added.

Arends said that he began
walking the path of addic-
tion with at barely 17 years
old. He began with cigo-
rettes and after that he
tried stronger things, like al-
cohol and cocaine.

“You think you can take
it and leave it, but there
comes a time when it dom-
inates you. It reaches a lev-
el where you think you can
handle it, but it dominates
you completely, and you
lose family, you lose your

job, you lose the important
things in life”, Arends indi-
cated.

He explained that he tried
fo overcome addiction
many fimes, and one of the
important points to achieve
rehabilitation, according
fo Arends, is to search for
God. "Without God you will
not achieve it, and this is
100% because | got the op-
portunity thanks to God.”

He said that right now he
also took the decision seri-
ously and decided he had
enough. "l think you get
older, you see what hap-
pens on the streets, and
this plays a big role,” he
added.

Currently Arends has been
completely sober and
clean for almost a year,
and he thanks God for this
achievement. “Thanks to
God | am reaching a year
and | feel sublime. | wake
up in the morning with a
will, a desire, a want to
fight. Contrary to when |
was in that world, it is com-
pletely different. You don't
know the time of day, you
don’t know anything.”

Finalizing, Arends said that
he rehabilitated and s
helping at the Eliezer Foun-
dation because he wants
fo be an example for oth-
ers. “The way Gino is an
example, | want to be an
example too. | want to
continue helping people so
that they don’t go through
what | went through.”
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A row of new Ford Fusions are for sale on the lot at Butler
County Ford in Butler, Pa., Nov. 19, 2015.

Associated Press

Supply chain woes
caused US auto sales to
fall 8% last year

By TOM KRISHER

AP Auto Writer

DETROIT (AP) — Shortages of computer chips and other
parts continued to hobble the U.S. auto industry last year,
contributing to vehicle sales dropping 8% from 2021 to
their lowest level in more than a decade.

But there's good news for consumers in the gloomy num-
bers: Vehicle supplies on dealer lots are growing, albeit
slowly, and automakers expect at least a small easing in
prices this year as inventories grow.

Automakers reported Wednesday that they sold 13.9 mil-
lion cars, trucks, SUVs and vans last year as the parts short-
age limited factory output amid high demand for new
vehicles. It was the lowest sales number since 2011 when
the economy was recovering from the Great Recession.
But sales were up slightly in the fourth quarter and invento-
ries grew as parts supplies improved enough o increase
production a litfle. Analysts are now expecting sales to
grow by roughly 1 million to around 14.8 million this year
as demand remains strong. But they'll still be far short of
the normal 17 million per year before the pandemic.
With many models sfill in short supply, though, the aver-
age new vehicle price rose 2.5% in December to arecord
of just over $46,000, according to J.D Power.

There are signs, however, that prices may be starting fo
ebb a little as inventories expand.

Toyota, for instance, finished the year with just under
24,000 vehicles on Toyota and Lexus brand dealer lots no-
fionwide. That's up from about 19,000 at the end of 2021,
but sfill far short of the 300,000 during normal years before
the pandemic.

The improvement, although small, is allowing consum-
ers to haggle a little on some slower-selling vehicles such
as sedans, and even some luxury vehicles. But they're
still getting top dollar for gas-electric hybrids and other
more popular vehicles that are sold before they arrive
on lots, said David Christ, general manager of the Toyota
Division.(J
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Marriott Aruba Surf Club
PLATINUM SEASON

2 Bed Qceanfront 526,000

2 Bed Oceanside 518,500

2 Bed Ocean view 518,000

2 Bed Garden view 514,500

3 Bed Ocean view 528,000

WE 51 Ocean view 552,000

WK 52 Ocean View 555,000

WE 7 and 14 - all views

Marriott Aruba Surf Club
GOLD SEASON

2 Bed Oceanfront 514,000

2 Bed Oceanside 512,000

2 Bed Ocean view 58,500

2 Bed Garden view 56,000

3 Bed Ocean view 513,000

Marriott Aruba Ocean Club
PLATINUM SEASON

2 Bed Oceanfront 532,000

2 Bed Ocean view 519,750

1 Bed Ocean front 516,500

1 Bed Ocean View 512,000

Marriott Aruba Ocean Club
GOLD SEASON

2 Bed Oceanfront 514,000

2 Bed Qcean view 511,500

1 Bed oceanfront 59,000

1 Bed ocean View 56,500

** Destination Points %6.00 per
point

La Cabana Beach Resort
1 Bed wk 39 $4,500

We are the #1
Rental Timeshare
agent for Aruba!

We also RENT Aruba weeks for
owners, Contact us to BUY,
SELL or RENT any timeshare
property.

Contact:
stephanier@ conciergerealty.com
888-888-2204 Ext 104
Website:
www.conciergerealty.com
Broker: Stephanie Reidel

ww faceboak comigroupsMamiattdnioaSuri

www faceboak comigroupsMamiottnioaOoean
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Classifieds

Marriott Surf Club

Palm Beach

2 BR week 51 and 52

Ocean Front Platinum Plus
Price :$180 K both weeks
Call :0 11-297-6301307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Aruba Divi Phoenix

Palm Beach

1 BR WK 52 room #401
Ocean view on the beach

26 weeks remain

Price :$12K

Call :0 11-297-6301307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Ambassador suites

Eagle Beach

1 BR WK 52 room #1235

2sd floor pool /ocean view
Price :$11K

Call :0 11-297-6301307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Divi Village Golf

Eagle Beach

1 week 50,51,52,01

Room #2357 Birdie 10
32/23/23/27 weeks remain
Price :$12K each

Call :0 11-297-6301307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Divi Village Golf

Eagle Beach

1 BR WK 50,51,52,01

Room #2258 birdie 10

24 weeks remain on the contract
Price :$12K each week

Call :0 11-297-6301307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Divi Village Golf

Eagle Beach

1 BR WK 51 and 52

Room #2360 Birdie 10

30/21 weeks remain on the
contract

Price :$12K each

Call :0 11-297-6301307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Divi Village Golf

Eagle Beach

1 BR WK 51 and 52

Room # 2357 Birdie 10

21 weeks remain on the contract
Price :$12K each

Call :0 11-297-6301307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Divi Links Golf

Eagle Beach

1 BR Week 1,2,3

Room #2308 Birdie 2

24 weeks remain on the contract
Price :$9K each

Call :0 11-297-6301307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Divi Village Golf

Eagle Beach

Studio WK #1, 2,3

Room #2309 Birdie 2

24 weeks remain on the contract
Price :$8K each

Call :0 11-297-6301307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Divi Village Golf

Eagle Beach

1 BR WK #2 room #9K
StudioWK#3 room#8K

21 weeks remain on each
contract

Call :0 11-297-6301307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

§ Downtown

Divi Village

Eagle Beach

Studio WK 1 room #8201 $8K
19 weeks remain on the contract
Studio WK #4 room#8203

31 weeks remaing $ 8 K

Call :0 11-297-6301307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Dutch Village

Eagle Beach

Studio WK #4 room #129

22 weeks remain on the contract
Non-Mandatory maintenance
fee

Contact expire 2028

Price :$7K

Call :0 11-297-6301307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Renaissance Ocean Suites
Private Islands

1 BR WK #51 and 52 room
#2314

Garden view price:$12 K each
1 BR WK # 2 room # 2340
Harbor /ocean view price:10K
Call :0 11-297-6301307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

HTTA

Timeshare - Resale

Are you interested in sell your
Timeshare in Aruba

Call the expert 37 years of doing
Honest business

Call :0 11-297-6301307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

House for sale

Palm Beach

3 BR 2 bath with one appart-
ment

5 min walk to beach

Price :$550K

Call:0 11-297-6301307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Condo for sale

Tierra Del Sol

3 BR 2 1/2 bath ocean view
Fully furnished with garage
Price :$475K

Call :0 11-297-6301307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Condo For Sale

Eagle Beach

Atlantic 360

3 BR 3 bath or 3Bath 3 1/2 bath
21 condo for sale prices starting
From :$960K

Call :0 11-297-6301307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Condo for sale

Bubali Noord

2 BR 2bath town house

5 min drive to Eagle Beach
Price :$275 K

Call:0 11-297-6301307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Great invest opportunity
Bubali Noord

5 min walk to Eagle Beach

3 BR, 1 bath, 2 BR 1 bath,
Studio, 2BR 2 Bath

All 4 properties for:$550K
Call :0 11-297-6301307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

HTTA

Wanted

Marriott Surf Club and Ocean
Club

1BR and 2BR Gold and Plati-
num season

Call :0 11-297-6301307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

HEALTH

DOCTOR ON DUTY
Oranjestad

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm
Tel. 527 4000

San Nicolas

Imsan 24 hours
Tel.524 8833

PHARMACY ON DUTY

Oranjestad:

Oduber Tel. 582 1780

San Nicolas:

Centro Medico Tel. 584 5794

OTHER

Dental Clinic 587 9850
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic
+297 588 0539

EMERGENCY

Police 100
Oranjestad 527 3140
Noord 527 3200
Sta. Cruz 527 2900
San Nicolas 584 5000
Police Tipline 1141
Ambulancia 911

Fire Dept. 115

Red Cross 582 2219
TAXI SERVICES

Taxi Tas 587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232

A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828
TRAVEL INFO

Aruba Airport 524 2424
American Airlines 582 2700
Avianca 588 0059
Jet Blue 588 2244
Surinam 582 7896

AID FOUNDATIONS

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

lAlcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989

Fundacion Contra Violencia
Relacional Tel. 583 5400

ICentre for Diabetes
Tel. 524 8888

Child Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118
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A grumpy Tom Hanks stars in ‘A Man Called Otto’

By JAKE COYLE

AP Film Writer

Sentimental tales about
grumpy old men and Amer-
ican decline have, until re-
cently, typically been the
domain of Clint Eastwood.

Butin “A Man Called Oftto,”
Marc Forster’'s adaptation
of Fredrik Backman's best-
seller and a remake of the
2016 Swedish fim “A Man
Called Ove," it's Tom Hanks
prowling the neighborhood
and irritably  grumbling
about how things used
to be. In the original, Rolf
Lassgdrd richly inhabited
the role of Ove, a curmud-
geonly widower — a Forrest
Grump —whose suicide at-
tempts are foiled by needy
neighbors and, ulfimately,
his grudging, sincere devo-
tion to them.

Exasperation, whether di-
rected at a crying ball-
player or a slobbering
canine, has always been
squarely in Hanks' wheel-
house. But despondency
or even plain gef-off-my-
lawn orneriness are less
obvious traits possessed by
the actor sometimes called
“"America’s Dad.” Following
Hanks' villainous turn as Col.
Tom Parker in “Elvis,” the
66-year-old has found in “A
Man Called Otto” another
role that interestingly, if not

This image released by Sony Pictures shows Tom Hanks in a scene from “A Man Called Otto.”

always entirely successfully,
caters to his strengths while
tweaking his familiar screen
presence.

It also may rob “A Man
Called Otto,” which opens
with Ofto buying rope to
hang himself with, of some
of its spirit.

We know there are dark
roads that Hanks just isn’t
going fo go down, and
some of the early, more
caustic scenes of Forster’s
film strike a false notfe. But
as “A Man Called Ofto”

makes its way through Oft-
to's life, cutting between
his present-day squabbles
and flashbacks of happier
fimes with his wife, Sonya
(Rachel Keller), Hanks mov-
ingly tailors the role to him-
self. How "A Man Called
Otto” unfolds won't surprise
anyone, but it does the
frick for a little post-holidays
heart-warming.

“A Man Called Ofto” is set
in the prefab row-house
development Otto haslong
lived in, where he firelessly

Associated Press

fisk-tisks any rule breakers,
re-sorts  misplaced recy-
cling and berates drivers
who violate the street’s
regulation against through
fraffic.

Screenwriter David Magee
(“Life of Pi,” "Finding Nev-
erland”) hues closely to the
Swedish fim as a kind of
parable of community. Up
and down the street are all
the people the freshly re-
fired Ofto barely tolerates:
friends-turned-enemies
(Peter Lawson Jones, Juan-

ita Jennings), a friendly ex-
erciser (a delightful Cam-
eron Britton), a fransgender
paper deliverer and for-
mer student of Ofto’s wife
(Mack Bayda). Most of all
there is Marisol (a ferrific
Mariana Trevino), a preg-
nant mother of two has just
moved in with her husband
(Manuel Garcia-Rulfo).
Various needs a stray
caf, a borrowed ladder,
driving lessons infrude on
Ofto's desires for a peace-
ful death and, in between
aborted suicide attempts,
gradually rekindle his will
fo live. It's sometimes too
broadly drawn. Mike Birbi-
glia plays a predatory real
estate agent from a com-
pany not-so-subtly called
Dye & Merica. (“Sounds
like Dying America, which it
is,” says Otto.) But "A Man
Called Oftto” is less after
realism than it is a modern-
day fable, with shades of
Scrooge and the Grinch.
As a tale of a solitary man,
Hanks has made it a poi-
gnant work of family. Rita
Wilson, his wife, is a produc-
er and is heard singing a
song in the film. The young-
er Otto is played in flash-
backs by their son, Truman
Hanks. Even Chet Hanks'
“White Boy Summer” blares
from a carradio.

Justice Jackson working

BY HILLEL ITALIE

AP National Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — Supreme
Court Justice Ketaniji Brown
Jackson is working on a
memoir. Jackson, the first
Black woman appointed
to the court, is calling the
book “Lovely One.”

“"Mine has been an unlikely
journey,” Jackson said in a
statement released Thurs-
day by Random House.
“But the path was paved
by courageous women
and men in whose foot-
steps | placed my own,
road warriors like my own
parents, and also luminar-
ies in the law, whose bril-
lionce and fortitude lit my
way. This memoir marries
the public record of my life
with what is less known. It
will be a fransparent ac-
counting of what it takes to

rise through the ranks of the
legal profession, especially
as a woman of color with
an unusual name and as a
mother and a wife striving
to reconcile the demands

on a memoir, fitled ‘Lovely One’

of a high-profile career with
the private needs of my
loved ones.”

No release date has been
set for “Lovely One.” Jack-
son, 52, was born Ketanji
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Judge Ketaniji Brown Jackson, who is a U.S. Circuit Judge on the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit, poses
for a porirait, Feb., 18, 2022, at the court in Washington.

Associated Press

Onyika Brown. The book’s
fite comes from the Eng-
lish translation of Ketaniji
Onyika, the name suggest-
ed by an aunt who at the
fime was a Peace Corps
worker in West Africa.

Jackson joined the court
last year after President Joe
Biden named her to suc-
ceed the retiring Stephen
Breyer. She had previously
been a judge on the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the
District of Columbia Circuit.
“My hope is that the fullness
of my journey as a daugh-
ter, sister, wife, mother,
litigator, and friend will
stand as a testament for
young women, people of
color, and dreamers ev-
erywhere,” Jackson add-
ed, "especially those who
nourish outsized ambitions
and believe in the possibil-

ity of achieving them.”
“Lovely One” is Jackson's
first book, but not the first
by a current member of the
Supreme Court. Justices
Neil Gorsuch and Sonia So-
tomayor are among those
who have released books
inrecentyears. Justice Amy
Coney Barreft has a deal
with the Penguin Random
House imprint Sentinel.
Financial terms for “Lovely
One” were not disclosed,
although interest in  her
makes it likely her advance
is at least comparable to
the 7-figure deals negotiat-
ed in the past for memoirs
by Sotomayor and Justice
Clarence Thomas.

In  announcing Jackson's
book, Random  House
called it a story she ftells
with  “refreshing honesty,
lively wit, and warmth.”(]
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Back to work not business as usual for Damar Hamlin’s peers

By ROB MAADDI

AP Pro Football Writer

For Damar Hamlin's team-
mates, peers and everyone
in the NFL community, go-
ing back to work is not busi-
ness as usual.

Players returned to prac-
tice with heavy hearts on
Wednesday, two days af-
ter Hamlin went into car-
diac arrest and needed to
be resuscitated on the field
during Buffalo’s game at
Cincinnati.

Hamlin, the 24-year-old Bills
safety, remains hospitalized
in crifical condition, but his
teammates are set to play
the Patriots on Sunday, and
all games for Week 18 re-
main on schedule.

Some players across the
league have expressed
concern about playing this
weekend because they're
still processing what hap-
pened to Hamlin. Many
were in tears watching him
receive medical attention
on the field. They're pray-
ing for his recovery and
are dealing with emotions
they've never experienced
playing a sport.

“I'm sure if you polled the
locker room there would
be mixed votes on that,”
Bengals quarterback Joe
Burrow said about playing
against the Baltimore Ra-
vens on Sunday.
“Personally, | think playing
is going to be tough. But
there's people that want
to play, and there's peo-
ple that don't. Personally,
| probably want to play.

Cincinnati Bengals quarterback Joe Burrow speaks with the media, Wednesday, Jan. 4, 2023, in

Cincinnati.

| think getting back to as
normal as you can as fast
as you can is how | deal
with these kind of things.
But like | said, everybody
has a different way of deal-
ing with it.”

The league and the NFL
Players Association have
shared with teams, players
and coaches the mental
health-related  resources
available to them. Each
feam has a licensed be-
havioral health clinician on
staff, as well as a pain man-
agement specialist.

The players’ union makes
a directory available to all
players to help them locate
a clinician near them, be it
a psychiatrist, psychologist,

social worker or counselor.
“I think it is certainly key
that we acknowledge how
great a strain this places on
everyone involved,” said
the NFL's chief medical of-
ficer, Dr. Allen Sills. “Certain-
ly, the teams, the medical
care providers, the staffs
and this is not just for Buf-
falo and Cincinnatfi  but
across all our teams. ... We
have resources at each of
our clubs, and we've em-
phasized preparation in
this way. Our clubs have
deployed those resources
with their counselors and
their mental health profes-
sionals. And that support
extends throughout the
entire NFL family, and it will

Associated Press

be an ongoing need. This
is something that will con-
tinue and it's something
we will confinue to empha-
size.”

The Bills held team meet-
ings and a walkthrough
practice without any me-
dia availability on Wednes-
day.

They are scheduled to re-
sume practice on Thursday,
with coach Sean McDer-
mott and some players ex-
pected to speak to report-
ers.

Philadelphia Eagles defen-
sive tackle Fletcher Cox
said he couldn’t play this
weekend if Hamlin was his
teammate.

“That’'s too hard, man,”

Cox said. *You think about
this game, you think about
all the guys that were right
there when it happened.
You always think about
those guys. What's going
through their mind. You
know that those guys are
going through it. Everybody
that was right there seeing
what was going on, they're
going through it.”
Cleveland Browns corner-
back Greg Newsome I
said it will be challenging
fo play the season finale in
Pittsburgh Hamlin grew up
in the area given the ex-
fraordinary circumstances.
“It's definitely going to be
tough to finish out this last
game and just go on the
field knowing that there’s
somebody out there that
is in a life-or-death situa-
tion,” Newsome said be-
fore practice Wednesday.
“It's definitely going to be
very tough and hopefully
that's why we got our guys
around us and we can all
talk through it and things
like that, but it’ll for sure be
tough.”

The New Orleans Saints had
the team psychologist pres-
ent when they gathered for
a meeting Wednesday.
“It's OK to admit if you need
a little help,” coach Dennis
Allen said.

Allen experienced firsthand
the death of a teammate.
He was a safety at Texas
A&M in 1991 when kicker
James Glenn died of heart
failure on the field while
warming up for practice.d

AP source: Red Sox, Devers agree to 11-year, $331M dedl

By KYLE HIGHTOWER

AP Sports Writer

BOSTON (AP) — Rafael De-
vers has agreed to an 11-
year contract worth $331
million to stay with the Bos-
ton Red Sox, a person with
knowledge of the agree-
ment told The Associated
Press on Wednesday.

The person spoke on condi-
fion of anonymity because
the team had not an-
nounced the deal.

Locking up Devers, a two-
fime All-Star third baseman,
was an important move
for the Red Sox and their

uneasy fans after All-Star
shortstop Xander Bogaerts,
slugger J.D. Martinez and
pitcher Nathan Eovaldi de-
parted in free agency.

The 26-year-old Devers
reached the new deal a
day after he and the team
agreed to a one-year,
$17.5 milion contract to
avoid arbifration in his final
season under club control.
Devers' 11-year deal is the
longest commitment this
offseason by the Red Sox
and Chief Baseball Officer
Chaim Bloom, supplanting
the five-year, $920 million

confract signed by Japa-
nese star Masataka Yoshi-
da.

Devers was the AL’s start-
ing All-Star third baseman
each of the past two years.
In 141 games last season,
he batted .295 with 42 dou-
bles, 27 home runs and 88
RBIs.

The Red Sox are trying to
bounce back from a 2022
season in which they fin-
ished 78-84, last in the ulira-
competitive AL East.

A year earlier, they won 92
games and reached the
ALCS.

\Aa.r S

Boston Red Sox’s Rafael Devers watches his RBI-single against
the Tampa Bay Rays during the third inning of a baseball game
Monday, Sept. 5, 2022, in St. Petersburg, Fla.

Associated Press
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Masters champions could be in for dinner unlike any other

By DOUG FERGUSON

AP Golf Writer

KAPALUA, Hawaii (AP) —
This exclusive field of cham-
pions might be the most
anticipated event of the
year. And it's nowhere near
the Pacific shores along Ka-
palua.

The Masters Club is the for-
mal name of the annual
dinner Tuesday night af
Augusta  National during
the Masters in April, and
the guest list is restricted
to Masters champions and
Chairman Fred Ridley.
Scottie Schefflerisin charge
of the menu as the reigning
champion, and one mo-
ment last year illustrates
how this might be a dinner
unlike any other.

Scheffler and his wife took
a short vacation to Tennes-
see, walked info a restau-
rant and were surprised to
see Bubba Watson and his
wife sitting at one of the ta-
bles. Watson is a two-time
Masters champion. This will
be his 11th dinner.

“I told him that | was just
going to have a separate
table for him in the corner
by himself,” Scheffler said
with alaugh. "Only kidding,
obviously.”

Even so, imagine the mood
this year.

Augusta National, while not
thriled with the great di-

Scottie Scheffler plays a shot from the fringe along on the ninth hole during the Tournament of
Champions pro-am golf event, Wednesday, Jan. 4, 2023, at Kapalua Plantation Course in Kapalua,

Hawaii.

vide in the sport caused by
the arrival of Saudi-funded
LIV Golf, said it would keep
its invitation criteria for the
Masters.

Six former champions Wat-
son, Phil Mickelson, Charl
Schwartzel, Sergio Garcia,
Patrick Reed and Dustin
Johnson are now part of
LIV Golf.

All of them are suspended
by the PGA Tour for joining
a rival league without per-
mission.

According to court docu-
menfts, Mickelson had been
suspended for two months
before he joined for recruit-
ing players to LIV.

They will be in the room
with  Masters champions
who have not looked upon
kindly at the rebel league
run by Greg Norman.
“They've turned their back
on what has allowed them
to get to this position,” five-
fime Masters champion Ti-
ger Woods said in July.

Associated Press

In an interview last June
with Golf.com, 1992 Mas-
ters champion Fred Cou-
ples said of Mickelson, *I
don't think I'll ever talk to
him again.”

Suddenly, what Scheffler
decides for the menu isn't
nearly as exciting as the
flow of the dinner conver-
safion.

“It's going fo be really in-
teresting, isn't ite” Jordan
Spieth said. “I'm really inter-
ested in Phil, really interest-

ed to see what that's like. |
don’t know who he’s going
to talk to, what he's going
fo say, if he's going fo go.”
Mickelson was not among
the 31 Masters champi-
ons atf the dinner last year.
While he was serving a
two-month PGA Tour sus-
pension, that didn't affect
his ability to the Masters.
He chose not to go, just as
he chose not to attend a
champions dinner at the
British Open at the sugges-
fion of the R&A.

“It will be the first time we've
all seen him in so long in a
very interesting sefting for
that,” Spieth said.

The seating arrangement,
according to various play-
ers, is like finding a spot in
a high school cafeteria.
Players tend to flock to
their comfort zone and sit
with friends. This might be
a good time to have place
cards.

What Jon Rahm, whose
lone major is a U.S. Open,
could give to be there.

“It's probably only funny to
me, but | think the Masters
Champions Dinner is going
to be a litfle tense com-
pared to how it's been in
the past,” Rahm said. “So
| keep thinking about it
because | wish | could be
there and just be able to
see how things work out.

James, Durant lead early in NBA All-Star starter voting

NEW YORK (AP) — LeBron
James of the Los Angeles
Lakers and Kevin Durant

of the Brooklyn Nets might
be headed toward yet an-

other NBA All-Star Game

Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James peers at the American
flag during the national anthem prior to the start of an NBA
basketball game in Dallas, Sunday, Dec. 25, 2022.

Associated Press

rematch.

James is the overall leader
so far in All-Star balloting,
and Durant leads all East-
ern Conference players in
early voting refurns putting
them on frack to be All-Star
captains for the third con-
secutive year.

James had 3,168,694 votes
entering Thursday, topping
the list of Western Confer-
ence frontcourt players.
Denver's Nikola Jokic is
second (2,237,768) and the
Lakers’ Anthony Davis is
third (2,063,325).

Durant leads Eastern Con-
ference frontcourt play-
ers with 3,118,545 votes.
That's just ahead of Mil-
waukee's Giannis Antetok-
ounmpo (2,998,327) and

Philadelphia’s Joel Embiid
(2,226,712).

Golden State's Stephen
Curry leads all guards in
the balloting with 2,715,520
votes. Dallas’ Luka Doncic
has the No. 2 spot among
West guards with 2,388,502
votes.

Among East guards, Brook-
lyn's Kyrie Irving leads with
2,071,715 votes, and Cleve-
land’s Donovan Mitchell is
second with 1,637,374.

The top three frontcourt
players and fop two guards
in each conference will be
chosen as starters, with the
leading overall vote-get-
ters from each conference
serving as captains and
choosing their feams.

Fan voting counts for 50%

of the starters ballofing, a
media ballot counts for 25%
and the ballots turned in by
NBA players count for the
other 25%.

James has been a captain
in all five previous uses of
that process, going 5-0 in
All-Star Games. His feam
beat a Durant-picked
team in 2020 and 2021,
beat teams picked by An-
tetokounmpo in 2018 and
2019, and beat a fteam
picked by Curry in 2017.
Voting continues through
Jan. 21. The captains and
the starters will be an-
nounced Jan. 26. Reserves
chosen by NBA coaches
will be revealed Feb. 2, and
the game is Feb. 19 in Salt
Lake City.(d



